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ABSTRACT

The Legal Character of the Appointment of a Construction
Supervisor and the Role of the Supervisor

Baek, Min-ju*

The construction supervisor is one of construction participants. To complete construction, he(or she) reviews design documents
and supervises the construction processes. Historically, the supervision system started with the power of the building permit
authority and changed to the position of a professional architect. Then. whenever major safety accidents have occurred, it has
been repeatedly enacted and revised. The demand for following public interest, rather than market needs, has become the driving
force behind its development.

Principally, the choice of the construction supervisor lies within the sphere of the contractual freedom of the owner. However, in
the case of apartments subject to business plan approval under the Housing Act, the business plan approval authority appoints a
construction supervisor and requires the owner to make a contract with the supervisor, considering the influence of public safety.
Thisisthe reason for restricting a general interpretation of the delegation contract of the Civil Law when interpreting construction
supervision contracts. Such public legal intervention is expended on any building for sale subject to the Construction Act.

The construction supervisor manages all construction processes. And he can request the constructor to correct, re-construction
or stop constructing. For protect the position of supervisor, relevant laws prohibit that give disadvantage for exercising the above
authorities. In addition, the Construction Act prepares various institutional devises, such as checking whether supervision fees are
paid prior to use approval.

These institutional devices are instituted in public interest and, on the other hand, reflect weak operational realities of the
construction supervision system. Construction management was introduced into the public sector by the Construction
Technology Promotion Act and is autonomously expended to civil areas. It shows a trend of change in relationship with owner
from check to mutual collaboration. Furthermore, it suggests the possibility of improving autonomous control through the
professional development of supervisors.

Key words : Construction supervision system, Construction supervisor, Construction management, Appointment of supervisor,
Construction supervision contract
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